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(57) ABSTRACT

A first connector is equipped with a first terminal, a first
housing and a first reinforcing bracket. The he first reinforc-
ing bracket is equipped with a band-like first main body
portion extending in the lateral direction of the first housing.
A first arm portion held by the first housing. The first main
body is equipped with a pair of bent portions connected to
both ends of a central portion and formed in a crank-shape
when viewed from the direction of insertion and extraction to
increase the torsional stiffness. A first locking portion is
formed in the central portion. A cover portion is bent towards
the upper end of the central portion via a rounded portion to
increase the torsional stiffness of the central portion, and to
protect the outer wall portion of the first housing.

16 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
BOARD-TO-BOARD CONNECTOR

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

The Present Disclosure claims priority to prior-filed Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2013-182700, entitled “Board-
To-Board Connector,” and filed with the Japanese Patent
Office on 4 Sep. 2013. The content of the aforementioned
Application is fully incorporated herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT
DISCLOSURE

The Present Disclosure relates, generally, to board-to-
board connectors.

Conventional board-to-board connectors are used to elec-
trically connect a pair of parallel circuit boards. These con-
nectors are mounted on the surfaces of the pair of circuit
boards facing each other, and then mated to establish an
electrical connection. The reinforcing brackets have been
proposed which are mounted on both ends to function as
locking members for keeping the two connectors mated. An
example of such a connector is disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application No. 2002-210189, the content of which is hereby
incorporated herein in its entirety.

FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b) are a perspective view showing rein-
forcing brackets for conventional board-to-board connectors.
In FIG. 8(b), 811 is a first housing for a first connector
mounted on a first circuit board (not shown). In FI1G. 8(a), 911
is a second housing for a second connector mounted on a
second circuit board (not shown). A plurality of first terminals
(not shown) are provided in the first housing 811, and a
plurality of second terminals (not shown) are provided in the
second housing 911. When the first connector and the second
connector are mated, the opposing first and second terminals
make contact with each other, and an electrical connection is
established between the first circuit board and the second
circuit board.

A groove-shaped first bracket accommodating recess 826
is formed on both ends of the first housing 811 in the longi-
tudinal direction, and the first reinforcing bracket 851 is forc-
ibly inserted into the first bracket accommodating recess 826
and mounted. The first reinforcing bracket 851 is an integrally
formed metal sheet which has been stamped and bent, and
includes a main body portion 852, a securing arm portion 856
extending downward from both ends ofthe main body portion
852 and soldered to the first circuit board, a pair of protruding
pieces 857 extending downward from the main body portion
852, an elastic piece 853 formed between the protruding
pieces 857, and a locking protrusion 854 protruding from the
inner surface of the elastic piece 853.

Similarly, a second reinforcing bracket 951 is mounted on
both the left and right ends of the second housing 911 in the
longitudinal direction. The second reinforcing bracket 951 is
an integrally formed metal sheet which has been stamped and
bent, and includes a main body portion 952, a securing arm
portion 956 extending downward from both ends of the main
body portion 952 and soldered to the second circuit board,
and a locking protrusion 954 protruding outward from the
main body portion 952.

When the first connector and the second connector are
mated, the locking protrusion 854 on the first reinforcing
bracket 851 engages the locking protrusion 954 on the second
reinforcing bracket 951. In this way, the first connector and
the second connector can be locked and kept in a mated state.
Either the first housing 811 or the second housing 911 can be
on top during the mating process.
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However, in conventional board-to-board connectors, the
first reinforcing bracket 851 and/or the second reinforcing
bracket 951 is elastically deformed. As a result, the first
connector and the second connector cannot be locked using a
sufficiently large amount of force even when the locking
protrusion 854 on the first reinforcing bracket 851 engages
the locking protrusion 954 on the second reinforcing bracket
951. In other words, disengaging force, which is force used to
disengage the first connector and the second connector, is
applied to the first connector and/or the second connector,
torsion is applied to the main body portion 852 of the first
reinforcing bracket 851 and/or to the main body portion 952
of the second reinforcing bracket 951, and the locking pro-
trusion 854 on the first reinforcing bracket 851 and the lock-
ing protrusion 954 on the second reinforcing bracket 951 are
easily disengaged. In the case of the first reinforcing bracket
851, the span between the arm portions 856 formed at both
ends of the main body portion 852 is lengthy, which increases
the amount of torsional deformation of the central section of
the main body portion 852. As a result, displacement of the
locking protrusion 854 is increased, and it readily disengages
from the locking protrusion 954 of the second reinforcing
bracket 951.

Also, in conventional board-to-board connectors, when an
attempt is made to mate the first connector and the second
connector with the first housing 811 shifted slightly in the
longitudinal direction, the second connector comes into con-
tact with the outer wall portion 821 of the first housing 811
which stands upright on the outside of the first reinforcing
bracket 851. As a result, the first and second connectors
cannot be smoothly mated, a large amount of force is applied
to the outer wall portion 821 of the first housing 811, and the
outer wall portion 821 may be toppled or break.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT DISCLOSURE

Therefore, it is an object of the Present Disclosure to solve
these problems by providing board-to-board connectors in
which the first connector and the second connector can be
smoothly mated, and deformation of and damage to the outer
wall portion of the first connector can be prevented, by form-
ing a pair of bent portions and a cover portion on the first
reinforcing bracket of the first connector. The synergy
between the pair of bent portions and the cover portion can
effectively prevent deformation of the first reinforcing
bracket. As a result, the first reinforcing bracket of the first
connector and the second reinforcing bracket of the second
connector are securely engaged and locked, requiring a large
disengaging force. This reliably keeps the first connector and
the second connector mated. The cover portion formed in the
first reinforcing bracket also enables the connectors to be
smoothly mated.

In order to achieve this object, the Present Disclosure is a
board-to-board connector comprises a substantially rectan-
gular first housing equipped with a first terminal, an insertion
recessed portion, and a first protruding end portion surround-
ing the insertion recessed portion. A first connector has a first
reinforcing bracket disposed in the insertion recessed portion.
A substantially rectangular second housing is equipped with
a second terminal contacting the first terminal and an inser-
tion protruding portion inserted into the insertion recessed
portion. A second connector has a second reinforcing bracket
disposed in the insertion recessed portion and engages the
first reinforcing bracket. The first reinforcing bracket is
equipped with a band-like first main body portion extending
in the lateral direction of the first housing. A first arm portion
connects to both ends of the first main body portion, extends
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in the longitudinal direction of the first housing, and is held by
the first housing. The first main body includes a central por-
tion extends linearly in the lateral direction of the first housing
when viewed from the direction of insertion and extraction. A
pair of bent portions connects to both ends of the central
portion, and is formed in a crank-shape when viewed from the
direction of insertion and extraction to increase both the sec-
tion modulus and the torsional stiffness. A pair of outer end
portions extends from the bent portions in the lateral direction
of the first housing and connected to the first arm portion. A
first locking portion is formed in the central portion. A cover
portion extends to the outside in the axial direction of the first
housing so as to run across the upper end of the central portion
and orthogonal to the central portion to increase the torsional
stiffness of the central portion and protect the outer wall
portion of the first protruding end portion. The second rein-
forcing bracket is equipped with a band-like second main
body portion extending in the lateral direction of the second
housing, and a second locking portion is formed in the second
main body portion. The first locking portion is a protruding
portion formed in the central portion and protruding towards
the second reinforcing bracket, and the second locking por-
tion is arecessed portion or an open portion engaging the first
locking portion.

The first arm portion may have a protruding portion pro-
vided on the inside surface which comes into contact with the
side surface of the first housing. Each insertion recessed por-
tion may be formed at both ends of the first housing in the
longitudinal direction, the first reinforcing bracket disposed
towards the outside in the longitudinal direction of each inser-
tion recessed portion, each insertion protruding portion
formed at both ends of the second housing in the longitudinal
direction, and the second reinforcing bracket disposed along
the outside end of each insertion protruding portion in the
longitudinal direction.

In the Present Disclosure, a pair of bent portions and a
cover portion are formed in the first reinforcing bracket of the
first connector, and the synergy between the pair of bent
portions and the cover portion can effectively prevent defor-
mation of the first reinforcing bracket. As a result, the first
reinforcing bracket of the first connector and the second rein-
forcing bracket of the second connector are securely engaged
and locked, requiring a large disengaging force. This reliably
keeps the first connector and the second connector mated. The
cover portion formed in the first reinforcing bracket also
enables the first connector and the second connector to be
smoothly mated, and can prevent deformation of and damage
to the outer wall portion in the first connector.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The organization and manner of the structure and operation
of the Present Disclosure, together with further objects and
advantages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following Detailed Description, taken in connection with
the accompanying Figures, wherein like reference numerals
identify like elements, and in which:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the first connec-
tor in an embodiment of the Present Disclosure, as viewed
from the mating surface;

FIG. 2 is aperspective view of the mated first connector and
second connector in the embodiment of the Present Disclo-
sure, as viewed from the mating surface of the first connector;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the first connector of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the second con-
nector of FIG. 2, as viewed from the mating surface;
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the second connector of
FIG. 4,

FIG. 6 is a first cross-sectional view of the connectors
showing the reinforcing brackets in the embodiment of the
Present Disclosure in which the cross-sectional view is taken
from Arrow A-A in FIG. 2, in which FIG. 6(a) shows the
normal situation and FIG. 6(b) shows the situation in which
disengaging force has been applied;

FIG. 7 is a second cross-sectional view of the connectors
showing the reinforcing brackets in the embodiment of the
Present Disclosure in which the cross-sectional view is taken
from Arrow B-B in FIG. 2; and

FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b) are a perspective view showing con-
ventional reinforcing brackets for board-to-board connectors.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

While the Present Disclosure may be susceptible to
embodiment in different forms, there is shown in the Figures,
and will be described herein in detail, specific embodiments,
with the understanding that the Present Disclosure is to be
considered an exemplification of the principles of the Present
Disclosure, and is not intended to limit the Present Disclosure
to that as illustrated.

As such, references to a feature or aspect are intended to
describe a feature or aspect of an example of the Present
Disclosure, not to imply that every embodiment thereof must
have the described feature or aspect. Furthermore, it should
be noted that the description illustrates a number of features.
While certain features have been combined together to illus-
trate potential system designs, those features may also be
used in other combinations not expressly disclosed. Thus, the
depicted combinations are not intended to be limiting, unless
otherwise noted.

In the embodiments illustrated in the Figures, representa-
tions of directions such as up, down, left, right, front and rear,
used for explaining the structure and movement of the various
elements of the Present Disclosure, are not absolute, but
relative. These representations are appropriate when the ele-
ments are in the position shown in the Figures. If the descrip-
tion of the position of the elements changes, however, these
representations are to be changed accordingly.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, 1 is the first connector which is one
of the pair of board-to-board connectors. This is a surface
mounted connector which is mounted on the surface of a first
board (not shown). Also, 101 is the second connector which is
the other one of the pair of board-to-board connectors. This is
also a surface mounted connector and is mounted on the
surface of a second board (not shown). The board-to-board
connectors in this embodiment include the first connector 1
and the second connector 101, and establish an electrical
connection between the first board and the second board.

The first connector 1 has a first housing 11, which is an
integrally molded connector main body made of an insulating
material. As shown in the Figures, the first housing 11 has a
rectangular thick plate-like shape, and has a rectangular
recessed portion 12 with a surrounded perimeter formed on
the side receiving the inserted second connector 101; that is,
the mated surface (the upper surface in FIG. 3). A first pro-
truding portion 13 is integrally formed inside the recessed
portion 12 of the first housing 11 as an island. Side wall
portions 14 are integrally formed with the first housing 11 and
extend parallel to the first protruding portion 13 on both sides
of the first protruding portion 13. Here, the first protruding
portion 13 and the side wall portions 14 protrude upward from
the bottom surface of the recessed portion 12, and extend in
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the longitudinal direction of the first housing 11. A recessed
groove portion 12a is formed as a portion of the recessed
portion 12 on both ends of the first protruding portion 13
between the first protruding portion 13 and the side wall
portion 14. These slender recessed portions extend in the
longitudinal direction of the first housing 11. In the example
shown in the Figures, there is only a single first protruding
portion 13; however, there may be one or more of these
protruding portions.

Here, a groove-shaped first terminal accommodating inner
cavity 15a is formed on both side surfaces of the first protrud-
ing portion 13. A groove-shaped first terminal accommodat-
ing inner cavity 154 is also formed on both inside surfaces of
the side wall portions 14. The first terminal accommodating
inner cavity 15a and first terminal accommodating outer cav-
ity 155 are connected to and integrated with the bottom sur-
face of the recessed groove portion 12a. When the first ter-
minal accommodating inner cavity 154 and the first terminal
accommodating outer cavity 155 are explained collectively,
they will be referred to simply as the first terminal accommo-
dating cavities 15. Eight first terminal accommodating cavi-
ties 15 are formed on both sides of the first protruding portion
13 at a predetermined pitch. There are eight first terminals 61
provided on both sides of the first protruding portion 13 at a
predetermined pitch, which are accommodated in each of the
first terminal accommodating cavities 15.

Each first terminal 61 is an integrally formed conductive
metal plate which is stamped and bent, and has a held portion
63, a tail portion 62 connected to the bottom end of the held
portion 63, an upper connecting portion 67 connected to the
upper end of the held portion 63, a second contact portion 66
formed near the end of the upper connecting portion 67 on the
inside, a lower connecting portion 64 connected to the second
contact portion 66, and a first contact portion 65 formed near
the free end of the lower connecting portion 64. The held
portion 63 extends vertically; that is, in the thickness direc-
tion of the first housing 11, and is inserted into and held by the
first terminal accommodating outer cavity 1556. The tail por-
tion 62 is bent towards and connected to the held portion 63,
extends laterally; that is, outward in the width direction of the
firsthousing 11, and is connected using solder to a connection
pad linked to a conductive trace on the first board. The upper
connecting portion 67 is bent towards and connected to the
held portion 63, and extends inward in the width direction of
the first housing 11.

A second contact portion 66 is formed on the inner end of
the upper connecting portion 67, bends downward, and is
curved so as to protrude inward in the width direction of the
first housing 11. The lower connecting portion 64 has a
U-shaped side surface profile and is connected to the bottom
end of the second contact portion 66. A first contact portion 65
formed on the free end of the lower connecting portion 64
near the upper end on the inside is bent into a U-shape, and is
curved so as to protrude outward in the width direction of the
first housing 11.

The first terminal 61 is inserted into the first terminal
accommodating cavity 15 from the mounting surface side
(the bottom side in FIG. 3), and the held portion 63 is inter-
posed onboth sides between the side walls of the first terminal
accommodating outer cavity 156 formed on the inside surface
of the side wall portion 14 to secure the terminal in the first
housing 11. In this state, the first terminal 61 is loaded inside
the first housing 11 with the first contact portion 65 and the
second contact portion 66 positioned facing the left and right
sides of the recessed groove portion 12a.

The first terminal 61 is integrally formed by bending a
metal plate, and has a certain degree of elasticity. As should be
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clear from the shape, the interval between the first contact
portion 65 and the second contact portion 66 facing each other
is elastically deformable. In other words, when a second
terminal 161 on the second connector 101 is inserted between
the first contact portion 65 and the second contact portion 66,
the interval between the first contact portion 65 and the sec-
ond contact portion 66 is expanded elastically.

A first protruding end portion 21 is arranged as a first
mating guide portion on both ends of the first housing 11 in
the longitudinal direction. A protruding end recessed portion
22 is formed as a section of the recessed portion 12 in each of
the first protruding end portions 21. The protruding end
recessed portions 22 are rectangular recessed portions, and
connect to both ends of the recessed groove portions 12a in
the longitudinal direction. When the first connector 1 and the
second connector 101 are mated, the protruding end recessed
portions 22 function as insertion recessed portions into which
a second protruding end portion 122 on the second connector
101 explained below has been inserted.

The first protruding end portions 21 have a side wall
extending portion 215 extending in the longitudinal direction
of'the first housing 11 from both longitudinal ends of the side
wall portion 14, and an outer wall portion 21¢ extending in the
lateral direction of the first housing 11 and connected at both
ends to the side wall extending portion 215. In each first
protruding end portion 21, a continuous C-shaped side wall is
formed with the outer wall portion 21¢ and the side wall
extending portions 215 connected to both ends to define three
sides of the rectangular protruding end recessed portion 22.

A first reinforcing bracket 51 is mounted on the first pro-
truding end portion 21 to serve as a reinforcing bracket. The
first reinforcing bracket 51 is arranged on the protruding end
recessed portion 22 outward in the longitudinal direction of
the first housing 11, and is accommodated and held inside a
first bracket holding recessed portion 26 formed on the first
protruding end portion 21. In the present embodiment, the
first reinforcing bracket 51 includes a band-like first main
body portion 52, integrally formed by stamping and bending
a metal plate and extending entirely in the width direction of
the first housing 11; a first arm portion 57, bent and connected
to both the left and the right ends of the first main body portion
52, and extending in the longitudinal direction of the first
housing 11, and held in the first housing 11; a first board
connecting portion 56 connected to the bottom end of the first
arm portion 57; and a first locking portion 54 formed in the
first main body portion 52.

The first main body 52 includes a central portion 52a,
extending linearly in the lateral direction of the first housing
11 when viewed from direction of first connector 1 and sec-
ond connector 101 insertion and extraction—that is, when
viewed from the vertical direction; bent portions 525, con-
nected to both ends of the central portion 524, and bent into a
crank-shape when viewed from the vertical direction; outer
end portions 52¢, extending linearly in the width direction of
the first housing 11 when viewed from the vertical direction,
and extending from the bent portions 525 in the lateral direc-
tion of the first housing 11; and a cover portion 52e, extending
to the outside in the axial direction of the first housing 11 so
as to run across the upper end of the central portion 524 and
orthogonal to the central portion 52a via a rounded portion
52d to cover the outer wall portion 21c¢ of the first protruding
end portions 21 from above. In the example shown in the
Figures, the bent portions 524 are bent so that the central
portion 52a is positioned closer to the middle than the outer
end portions 52¢ in the longitudinal direction of the first
housing 11. However, they may be bent so that the outer end
portions 52¢ are positioned closer to the middle than the
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central portion 52« in the longitudinal direction of the first
housing 11. Also, as shown, the cover portion 52e covers the
middle section of the outer wall portion 21¢ from above.
However, it may also cover the entire outer wall portion 21¢
from above.

In the example shown in the Figures, a single first locking
portion 54 is formed in the central portion 52a. However,
more than one first locking portion 52 may be formed. The
position of the first locking portions 54 may be freely deter-
mined. However, typically, they are arranged symmetrically
to the right and left of the central axis in the lateral direction
of the first housing 11. In other words, when there is an odd
number of first locking portions 54, one is arranged on the
central axis in the lateral direction of the first housing 11, and
an even number of first locking portions is arranged sym-
metrically to the left and to the right of the central line. When
there is an odd number of first locking portions 54, an even
number of first locking portions is arranged symmetrically to
the left and to the right of the central line. In the example
shown in the Figures, the first locking portion 54 is a protrud-
ing portions protruding from the surface of the central portion
52a. However, the first protruding portions may have any
shape able to engage the second locking portion 154
described below. They do not have to be protruding portions.
For example, when the second locking portion 154 is a pro-
truding portion, it may be a recessed portion or opening able
to engage this protruding portion. Here, for the sake of
explanatory simplicity, the first locking portion 54 is a single
protruding portion arranged on the central axis in the lateral
direction of the first housing 11.

A first arm portion 57 extends from the outer end of the
outer end portion 52¢ towards the center in the longitudinal
direction of the first housing 11. An uneven first locking
portion 57a is formed on the free end, and a protruding
portion 575 is formed on the inner surface. The free end of the
first board connecting portion 56 is bent outward in the lateral
direction of the first housing 11 and connected to the bottom
end of the first arm portion 57. The first board connecting
portion 56 functions as a tail portion soldered to the first
reinforcing bracket 51, the bottom surface is formed so as to
be substantially parallel to the mounting surface (not shown)
of the first housing 11, and is secured using, for example,
solder to an anchoring pad on the first board.

The first bracket holding recessed portion 26 includes a
band-like outer end accommodating portion 264, extending
in the thickness direction and width direction of the first
housing 11; a groove-like first arm accommodating portion
265, formed in the side wall extending portion 215 so as to
extend in the thickness direction and width direction of the
first housing 11 and connect to the outer end accommodating
portion 26a; a first locked portion 26¢, arranged on the end of
the arm accommodating portion 26¢ closer to the center in the
longitudinal direction of the first housing 11 to be locked by
the first locking portion 57a; and a connecting portion accom-
modating opening 264, connected to the first arm accommo-
dating portion 265 and open in the outer surface of the side
wall extending portion 215 so that the first board connecting
portion 56 is visible from the outside.

When it has been attached to the first protruding end por-
tion 21, the first reinforcing bracket 51 is nearly accommo-
dated in its entirety inside the first bracket holding recessed
portion 26. However, the surface of the central portion 52a of
the first main body portion 52 close to the center in the
longitudinal direction of'the first housing 11 is exposed along
with the first locking portion 54 in the protruding end recessed
portion 22, and the first board connecting portion 56 and the
section of the first arm portion 57 positioned above the first
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board connecting portion 56 are exposed in the connecting
portion accommodating opening 26d. The protruding portion
57b formed on the inner surface of the first arm portion 57
makes contact with (pressing against, engaging, etc.) the side
surface of the first housing 11 inside the first arm accommo-
dating portion 265, increasing the integration of the first rein-
forcing bracket 51 and the first housing 11.

Referring to FIGS. 4-5, the second connector 101 has a
second housing 111, which is an integrally molded connector
main body made of an insulating material. As shown in the
Figures, the second housing 111 has a rectangular thick plate-
like shape. The second connector 111 includes an integrally
formed slender recessed groove portion 113 extending in the
longitudinal direction of the second housing 111 on the side
mated with the first connector 1; that is, in the mated surface
side (the upper side in the drawings), and second protruding
portions 112 serving as slender protruding portions, which
define the outside of the recessed groove portion 113 and
extend in the longitudinal direction of the second housing
111. The second protruding portions 112 extend along both
sides of the recessed groove portion 113 and along both sides
of'the second housing 111. A second terminal 161 is arranged
on each second protruding portion 112. As shown in the
Figures, the bottom portion of the recessed groove portion
113 closes the side mounted on the second board; that is, the
mounting surface (the bottom surface in the drawing). In the
example shown in the Figures, there are two second protrud-
ing portions 112, but one or more may be used.

Each second terminal 161 is an integrally formed conduc-
tive metal plate which has been stamped and bent, and has a
main body (not shown), a tail portion 162 connected to the
bottom end of the main body portion, a first contact portion
165 connected to the upper end of the main body portion, a
connecting portion 164 connected to the upper end of the first
contact portion 165, and a second contact portion 166 con-
nected to the outside end of the connecting portion 164. A first
contact recessed portion 1654 is formed on the surface of the
first contact portion 165 to engage the first contact portion 65
of a first terminal 61, and a second contact recessed portion
1664 is formed on the surface of the second contact portion
166 to engage the second contact portion 66 of a first terminal

The main body portion, while not shown in FIGS. 4-5,
surrounds the periphery and is held by the second housing
111. The tail portion 162 is connected at the bottom end
extending in the lateral direction of the main body portion;
that is, in the lateral direction of the second housing 111,
extends outward from the second housing 111, and is con-
nected, for example, using solder, to a connection pad con-
nected to a conductive trace on the second board. The first
contact portion 165 is flat and plate-shaped, is connected to
the main body portion, and extends vertically; that is, in the
thickness direction of the second housing 111. The connect-
ing portion 164 is bent and connected to the first contact
portion 165, and extends outward in the lateral direction of the
second housing 111. The second contact portion 166 is bent
and extends downward, and is connected to the outer end of
the connecting portion 164.

Each second terminal 161 is integrated with the second
housing 111 using overmolding. In other words, the second
housing 111 is molded by filling a mold cavity in which the
second terminals 161 have been set with a resin. This embeds
the main body portion of each second terminal 161 in the
second housing 111, and integrally mounts the terminal in the
second housing 111 so that the surfaces of the first contact
portion 165, the connecting portion 164, and the second con-
tact portion 166 are exposed on the side surfaces of the second
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protruding portions 112 and on the mounting surface. Here,
there are sixteen second terminals 161 arranged at a prede-
termined pitch.

A second protruding end portion 122 is arranged as a
second mating guide portion on both ends of the second
housing 111 in the longitudinal direction. Each thick second
protruding end portion 122 extends in the lateral direction of
the second housing 111 and both ends are connected to both
ends of each second protruding portion 112 in the longitudi-
nal direction. The upper surface has a substantially rectangu-
lar shape. When the first connector 1 and the second connec-
tor 101 have been mated, the second protruding end portion
122 function as an insertion protruding portion which has
been inserted into the protruding end recessed portion 22 of
the first protruding portion 21 on the first connector 1.

A second reinforcing bracket 151 is mounted as a reinforc-
ing bracket on the second protruding end portion 122. The
second reinforcing bracket 151 is arranged along the outer
end of the second protruding end portion 122 in the longitu-
dinal direction of the second protruding end portion 122, and
is accommodated by and held inside a second bracket holding
recessed portion 126 formed in the second protruding end
portion 122. In the present embodiment, the second reinforc-
ing bracket 151 is integrally formed by stamping and bending
a metal plate, and includes a slender band-like second main
body portion 152, which extends entirely in the width direc-
tion of the second housing 111; a second arm portion 157,
which is bent and connected to both the left and the right ends
of the second main body portion 152, extends in the longitu-
dinal direction of the second housing 111, and is held in the
second housing 111; a second board connecting portion 156
connected to the bottom end of the second arm portion 157;
and a second locking portion 154 formed in the second main
body portion 152.

In the example shown in the Figures, a single second lock-
ing portion 154 is formed in the second main body portion
152. However, more than one second locking portion 154
may be formed. This is determined by the number of first
locking portions 54 on the first reinforcing bracket 51. The
arrangement of the second locking portions 154 is also deter-
mined by the arrangement of first locking portions 54. Typi-
cally, they are arranged symmetrically to the right and left of
the central axis in the lateral direction of the second housing
111. In the example shown, a second locking portion 154 is an
opening passing through the second main body portion 152 in
the thickness direction. It may also be a recess formed in the
surface of the second main body portion 152. In other words,
it does not have to be an opening as long as it has a shape that
can be engaged by a first locking portion 54. For example,
when the first locking portion 54 is a recess or opening, it may
be a protruding portion that engages the recess or opening.
Here, for the sake of explanatory simplicity, the second lock-
ing portion 154 is a single opening arranged on the central
axis in the lateral direction of the second housing 111.

A second arm portion 157 extends inward from both the
left and right ends of the second main body portion 152 in the
longitudinal direction of the second housing 111, and a sec-
ond locking portion 1574 extending upward is provided on
the free end. The second base connecting portion 156 is
connected to the bottom end of the second arm portion 157
and the free end is bent so as to face outward in the lateral
direction of the second housing 111. The second board con-
necting portion 156 functions as a tail portion soldered to the
second reinforcing bracket 151, the bottom surface is formed
s0 as to be substantially parallel to the mounting surface (not
shown) of the second housing 111, and is secured to an
anchoring pad on the second board.
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The second bracket holding recessed portion 126 includes
a second main body accommodating portion 126a extending
in the thickness direction and width direction of the second
housing 111 on the outer surface of the second protruding end
portion 122 in the longitudinal direction of the second hous-
ing 111; a groove-like second arm accommodating portion
1265 extending in the thickness direction and the length
direction of the second housing 111, and formed so as to
connect to both ends of the second main body accommodat-
ing portion 1264; and a second locked portion 126¢ arranged
closer to the center than the second arm accommodating
portion 1265 in the longitudinal direction of the second hous-
ing 111, extending upward, opening on the top end on the
upper surface of the second protruding end portion 122, and
being locked by the second locking portion 157a.

When it has been attached to the second protruding end
portion 151, the second reinforcing bracket 151 is nearly
accommodated in its entirety inside the second bracket hold-
ing recessed portion 126. However, the surface of the second
main body portion 152 in the longitudinal direction of the
second housing 111 is exposed along with the second locking
portion 154 in the second protruding end recessed portion
122, and the bottom surface of the second board connecting
portion 156 is exposed on the mounting surface of the second
housing 111. When the first connector 1 and the second con-
nector 101 have been mated, the second locking portion 154
engages a first locking portion 54 on the first reinforcing
bracket 51 of the first connector 1.

Referring to FIGS. 6-7, which illustrate the mating of the
first connector 1 and the second connector 101, the tail por-
tions 62 of the first terminals 61 on the first connector 1 are
connected using solder to connection pads connected to con-
ductive traces on the first board (not shown), and the first
board connecting portions 56 of the first reinforcing bracket
51 are connected using solder to anchoring pads on the first
board and surface-mounted on the first board. Similarly, the
tail portions 162 of the second terminals 161 on the second
connector 101 are connected using solder to connection pads
connected to conductive traces on the second board (not
shown), and the second board connecting portions 156 of the
second reinforcing bracket 151 are connected using solder to
anchoring pads on the second board and surface-mounted on
the second board.

First, the operator brings the mating surface of the first
connector 1 towards the mating surface of the second con-
nector 101, and positions the left and right second protruding
portions 112 of the second connector 101 relative to the left
and right recessed groove portions 12a of the first connector
1 to complete the alignment of the first connector 1 and the
second connector 101. When the first connector 1 and/or the
second connector 101 are moved towards each other in the
mating direction, the left and right second protruding portions
112 on the second connector 101 are inserted into the left and
right recessed groove portions 12a in the first connector 1.

When the first connector 1 and/or the second connector 101
are moved towards each other in the mating direction while
misaligned in the longitudinal direction of the first housing
11, the second protruding end portion 122 of the second
connector 101 comes close to the outer wall portion 21¢ ofthe
first connector 1 but, because the outer wall portion 21c¢ is
covered by the cover portion 52e¢ of the first reinforcing
bracket 51, the second protruding end portion 122 of the
second connector 101 avoids striking the outer wall portion
21c of the first connector 1, and the outer wall portion 21c is
kept from becoming deformed or damaged. Also, the mis-
aligned second protruding end portion 122 of the second
connector 101 is guided by the cover portion 52¢ and the
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rounded portion 524 of the first reinforcing bracket 51 into the
protruding end recessed portion 22 in the first connector 1,
and the first connector 1 and the second connector 101 are
smoothly mated.

When the left and right second protruding portions 112 of
the second connector 101 are inserted into the left and right
grooved recess portions 12a of the first connector 1, each
second terminal 161 on the second connector 101 is inserted
between the first contact portion 65 and the second contact
portion 66 of a first terminal 61, the first contact portion 65 of
the first terminal 61 comes into contact with the first contact
portion 165 of the second terminal 161, and the second con-
tact portion 66 of the first terminal 61 comes into contact with
the second contact portion 166 of the second terminal 161.

When the first connector 1 and the second connector 101
have been mated as shown in FIG. 2, an electrical connection
has been established between the first terminals 61 and the
second terminals 161. More specifically, the first contact por-
tion 65 of each first terminal 61 engages a first contact
recessed portion 165a of a second terminal 161, and the
second contact portion 66 of each first terminal 61 engages
the second contact recessed portion 166a of a second terminal
161. As a result, an electrical connection is established
between a conductive trace connected to a connection pad on
the first board connected to the tail portion 62 of a first
terminal 61 and a conductive trace connected to a connection
pad on the second board connected to the tail portion 162 of
a second terminal 161. Because contact is established
between multiple first terminals 61 and second terminals 161,
a reliable electrical connection can be maintained.

As shown in FIGS. 6-7, the first reinforcing bracket 51 of
the first connector 1 engages the second reinforcing bracket
151 of'the second connector 101, and the brackets are locked.
Here, the first locking portion 54 of the first reinforcing
bracket 51, which is a protruding portion, is inserted into the
second locking portion 154 of the second reinforcing bracket
151, which is an opening, the first locking portion 54 engages
the second locking portion 154, and the first connector 1 and
the second connector 101 are locked.

When disengaging force is applied to the mated first con-
nector 1 and second connector 101, that is, when force is
applied to disconnect the second connector 101 from the first
connector 1, the second connector 101 does not readily dis-
connect from the first connector 1. In other words, the disen-
gaging force has to be increased.

When this disengaging force is applied to the first reinforc-
ing bracket 51 and the second reinforcing bracket 151, torsion
is applied to the first main body portion 52 of the first rein-
forcing bracket 51 as shown in FIG. 6(5). In contrast, when
disengaging force is applied as shown in FIG. 6(a), the second
reinforcing bracket 151 rises relative to the first reinforcing
bracket 51, upwardly displacing the first locking portion 54
engaged with the second locking portion 154, and causing the
first main body portion 52 to undergo torsional moment.

When the disengaging force is increased, the amount of
torsional distortion of the first main body portion 52
increases, and the first locking portion 54 and the second
locking portion 154 become disengaged. As a result, the first
connector 1 and the second connector 101 become unlocked,
and the first connector 1 and the second connector 101 are
unmated.

However, in the present embodiment, the first main body
portion 52 includes bent portions 525 which are bent into a
crank-shape when viewed from the direction of insertion and
detachment for the first connector 1 and the second connector
101, and a cover portion 52¢ which is bent towards the upper
end of the central portion 52a. More specifically, the crank-
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shaped bent portions 525 are connected to both sides of the
central portion 52a formed by the first locking portion 54, and
the cover portion 52e¢, which extends outward in the axial
direction of the first housing 11, is connected to the upper end
of'the central portion 52a. Because the first main body portion
52 has a high sectional modulus and high torsional rigidity,
torsional deformation is unlikely to occur. Therefore, even
when the first main body portion 52 undergoes torsional
moment, the amount of torsional deformation of the first main
body portion 52 is small, and the first locking portion 54 and
the second locking portion 154 do not disengage. In other
words, the pair of bent portions 525 and the cover portion 52e
have a synergistic effect which increases the torsional rigidity
of'the first main body portion 52. This increases the required
disengaging force, and makes it more difficult to detach the
second connector 101 from the first connector 1.

As in the case of the first main body portion 52 of the first
reinforcing bracket 51, the second main body portion 152 of
the second reinforcing bracket 151 also undergoes torsional
moment. However, the dimensions of the second main body
portion 152 are smaller than those of the first main body
portion 52 relative to the lateral direction of the second hous-
ing 111. Therefore, even though it undergoes the same degree
of torsional moment, the amount of torsional deformation of
the second main body portion 152 is small. In the present
embodiment, the crank-shaped sections of the bent portions
52b are not formed in the second main body portion 152.
However, the crank-shaped sections of the bent portions 525
can be formed in the second main body portion 152 if the
amount of torsional deformation of the second main body
portion 152 has to be smaller.

The first reinforcing bracket 51 and the second reinforcing
bracket 151 can be used as ground terminals. Here, the first
board connecting portion 56 of the first reinforcing bracket 51
is connected using solder to a connection pad linked to the
ground line of the first board, and the second board connect-
ing portion 156 of the second reinforcing bracket 151 is
connected using solder to a connection pad linked to the
ground line of the second board.

In the present embodiment, a pair of bent portions 525 and
a cover portion 52¢ are formed in the first reinforcing bracket
51 of the first connector 1, and the synergy of the pair of bent
portions 525 and the cover portion 52e can effectively prevent
deformation of'the first reinforcing bracket 51. As a result, the
first reinforcing bracket 51 of the first connector 1 and the
second reinforcing bracket 151 of the second connector 101
are more securely engaged and locked, and a stronger disen-
gaging force is required. As a result, the first connector 1 and
the second connector 101 remain reliably mated.

However, the cover portion 52e¢ of the first reinforcing
bracket 51 covers the outer wall portion 21¢ of the connector
1, which keeps a misaligned second protruding end portion
122 on the second connector 101 from striking the outer wall
portion 21c¢ of the first connector 1, and this prevents defor-
mation of and damage to the outer wall portion 21¢. The
misaligned second protruding end portion 122 on the second
connector 101 is guided by the cover portion 52¢ and the
rounded portion 524 of the first reinforcing bracket 51 into the
protruding end recessed portion 22 of the first connector 1 to
be able to smoothly mate the first connector 1 with the second
connector 101.

While a preferred embodiment of the Present Disclosure is
shown and described, it is envisioned that those skilled in the
art may devise various modifications without departing from
the spirit and scope of the foregoing Description and the
appended Claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A board-to-board connector assembly, the board-to-

board connector assembly comprising:
a first connector, the first connector having a first housing,
a first terminal and a first reinforcing bracket, the first
housing being substantially rectangular in configura-
tion, the first housing having an insertion recessed por-
tion and a protruding end portion, the protruding end
portion having a holding recessed portion, the first rein-
forcing bracket being substantially disposed in the hold-
ing recessed portion; and
a second connector, the second connector having a second
housing, a second terminal and a second reinforcing
bracket, the second housing being substantially rectan-
gular in configuration, the second housing having an
insertion protruding portion;
wherein, when the first connector and the second connector
are connected to each other, the second terminal contacts
the first terminal, the insertion protruding portion and
the second reinforcing bracket are positioned within the
insertion recessed portion, and the second reinforcing
bracket is engaged with first reinforcing bracket; and
wherein:
the first reinforcing bracket includes a band-like first
main body portion and a first arm portion, the first
main body portion extending in the lateral direction of
the first housing, the first arm portion being connected
to both ends of the first main body portion, extending
in the longitudinal direction of the first housing and
being held by the first housing;

the first main body includes a central portion, a pair of
bent portions, a pair of outer end portions, a first
locking portion and a cover portion, the central por-
tion extending linearly in the lateral direction of the
first housing when viewed from the direction of inser-
tion and extraction, the bent portions being connected
to both ends of the central portion and formed in a
crank-shape when viewed from the direction of inser-
tion and extraction to increase both the section modu-
lus and the torsional stiffness, the outer end portions
extending from the bent portions in the lateral direc-
tion of the first housing and being connected to the
first arm portion, the first locking portion being
formed in the central portion, the cover portion
extending to the outside in the axial direction of the
first housing so as to run across the upper end of the
central portion and orthogonal to the central portionto
increase the torsional stiffness of the central portion
and protect an outer wall portion of the protruding end
portion;

the second reinforcing bracket includes a band-like sec-
ond main body portion and a second locking portion,
the second main body portion extending in the lateral
direction of the second housing, the second locking
portion being formed in the second main body por-
tion;

the first locking portionis a protruding portion formed in
the central portion and protrudes towards the second
reinforcing bracket; and

the second locking portion is a recessed or an open
portion engaging the first locking portion.

2. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 1,

wherein the first arm portion includes a protruding portion.

3. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 2,

wherein the protruding portion of the first arm portion is
provided on an inside surface thereof.
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4. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 3,
wherein the protruding portion of the first arm portion is in
contact with a side surface of the first housing.

5. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 1,
wherein the insertion recessed portion is formed at an end of
the first housing in the longitudinal direction.

6. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 5,
wherein the first reinforcing bracket is disposed towards the
outside in the longitudinal direction of the insertion recessed
portion.

7. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 6,
wherein the insertion protruding portion is formed at an end
of'the second housing in the longitudinal direction.

8. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 7,
wherein the second reinforcing bracket is disposed along the
outside end of the insertion protruding portion in the longi-
tudinal direction.

9. A board-to-board connector assembly, the board-to-
board connector assembly comprising:

a first connector, the first connector having a first housing,
afirst terminal and first and second reinforcing brackets,
the first housing being substantially rectangular in con-
figuration, the first housing having first and second
opposite insertion recessed portions and first and second
opposite protruding end portions, the first protruding
end portion having a first holding recessed portion, the
second protruding end portion having a second holding
recessed portion, the first reinforcing bracket being sub-
stantially disposed in the first holding recessed portion,
the second reinforcing bracket being substantially dis-
posed in the second holding recessed portion; and

a second connector, the second connector having a second
housing, a second terminal and third and fourth reinforc-
ing brackets, the second housing being substantially
rectangular in configuration, the second housing having
first and second opposite insertion protruding portions;

wherein, when the first connector and the second connector
are connected to each other, the second terminal contacts
the first terminal, the first insertion protruding portion
and the third reinforcing bracket are positioned within
the first insertion recessed portion, the second insertion
protruding portion and the fourth reinforcing bracket are
positioned within the second insertion recessed portion,
the third reinforcing bracket is engaged with the first
reinforcing bracket, and the fourth reinforcing bracket is
engaged with second reinforcing bracket; and

wherein:
each of'the first and second reinforcing brackets include

a band-like first main body portion and a first arm
portion, the first main body portion extending in the
lateral direction of the first housing, the first arm
portion being connected to both ends of the first main
body portion, extending in the longitudinal direction
of'the firsthousing and being held by the first housing;
the first main body includes a central portion, a pair of
bent portions, a pair of outer end portions, a first
locking portion and a cover portion, the central por-
tion extending linearly in the lateral direction of the
first housing when viewed from the direction of inser-
tion and extraction, the bent portions being connected
to both ends of the central portion and formed in a
crank-shape when viewed from the direction of inser-
tion and extraction to increase both the section modu-
lus and the torsional stiffness, the outer end portions
extending from the bent portions in the lateral direc-
tion of the first housing and being connected to the
first arm portion, the first locking portion being
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formed in the central portion, the cover portion
extending to the outside in the axial direction of the
first housing so as to run across the upper end of the
central portion and orthogonal to the central portionto
increase the torsional stiffness of the central portion
and protect an outer wall portion of the respective
protruding end portion;

each of the third and fourth reinforcing brackets include
a band-like second main body portion and a second
locking portion, the second main body portion
extending in the lateral direction of the second hous-
ing, the second locking portion being formed in the
second main body portion;

the first locking portion of each of the first and second
reinforcing brackets is a protruding portion formed in
the central portion and protrudes towards the third and
fourth reinforcing brackets, respectively; and

the second locking portion of each of the third and fourth
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reinforcing brackets is a recessed or an open portion 29

engaging the first locking portion of the first and sec-
ond reinforcing brackets, respectively.

10. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 9,
wherein the first and second insertion recessed portions are
formed at opposite ends of the first housing in the longitudinal
direction.

16

11. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 10,
wherein the first reinforcing bracket is disposed towards the
outside in the longitudinal direction of the first insertion
recessed portion, and wherein the second reinforcing bracket
is disposed towards the outside in the longitudinal direction of
the second insertion recessed portion.

12. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 11,
wherein the first and second insertion protruding portions are
formed at opposite ends of the second housing in the longi-
tudinal direction.

13. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 12,
wherein the third reinforcing bracket is disposed along the
outside end of the first insertion protruding portion in the
longitudinal direction, and wherein the fourth reinforcing
bracket is disposed along the outside end of the second inser-
tion protruding portion in the longitudinal direction.

14. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 9,
wherein the first arm portion of each of the first and second
reinforcing brackets includes a protruding portion.

15. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 14,
wherein the protruding portion of the first arm portion is
provided on an inside surface thereof.

16. The board-to-board connector assembly of claim 15,
wherein the protruding portion of the first arm portion is in
contact with a side surface of the first housing.
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